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T A S T I N G   N O T E S 

Zenas Claret was inspired by 

renowned wines of Bordeaux’s 

“Right Bank”.  Our Claret is a 

select barrel blend of Cabernet 

Franc and Merlot aged more than 

14 months in exclusively French 

white oak.  Rich dark fruit, olives, 

and mocha blend into an opulent 

and lingering finish. 

 

F O O D   P A I R I N G S 

 braised leg of lamb 

 roasted game hen stuffed 

with truffle  

 stilton cheeses and aged 

cheddars 

 

T E C H N I C A L   D A T A 

Blend -----------60% Cabernet Franc 

                                & 40% Merlot 

% Alcohol-------------------------- 13.7 

pH ------------------------------------ 3.51 

Bottling Date-------- January 2007 

Cases Produced-------------------- 180 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vintage 

A dry, warm spring in 2005 provided balanced Rogue Valley 
crop development.  Moderate, extended summer promoted even 
ripening with excellent concentration.  Fruit was harvested 
throughout October. 

 

Vineyard 

Zenas 2005 Claret was sourced entirely from Southern Oregon’s 
Del Rio Vineyard.  Under exemplary viticultural guidance from 
Rob Wallace, vineyard management techniques have been 
matched to local soil, climate, and topographical features to 
create one of the finest vineyards in Oregon.   

 

Winemaking 

Steps were taken to ensure a premier wine: 

 Hand-harvesting at night during cool temperatures to 
ensure optimal fruit quality 

 Same day hand-sorting of grape clusters to create a 
balanced and richly textured wine from select fruit 

 Gentle destemming and prolonged low temperature skin 
contact to extract color and flavor without damaging fruit 
integrity 

 Aging in diverse French white oak barrels for final blend 
poise and complexity 

 

About Zenas Wines 

In 1856, Zenas Howard followed the rugged Applegate Trail west 
to settle in Oregon’s Rogue Valley.  Five generations later, his 
descendants celebrate his pioneering tradition with Zenas 
wines. Each limited production wine showcases a single award-
winning vineyard located along that same Applegate Trail. 

 
 

 

2005 CLARET 
white horse blend 

del rio vineyards, rogue valley


